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DO SAT AND ACT SCORES STILL MATTER?

TEST REQUIRED
6% of SCHOOLS

TEST OPTIONAL
85% of SCHOOLS

TEST FLEXIBLE
3% of SCHOOLS

TEST FREE
7% of SCHOOLS

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/691491/the-best-388-colleges-2023-by-the-princeton-review-and-robert-franek/
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DO SAT AND ACT SCORES STILL MATTER?

WILL STILL 

WANT 

TO SEE HIGH 

TEST SCORES

IF SUBMITTED

93% of SCHOOLS

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/691491/the-best-388-colleges-2023-by-the-princeton-review-and-robert-franek/
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SAT & ACT

SCORES CAN 

ALSO LEAD TO 

SCHOLARSHIPS

State Funded 
Scholarships

ROTC Scholarships:
Army

Navy

Air Force

National Merit

National Merit® is a registered trademark of National Merit Scholarship Corporation, which is not affiliated with The Princeton Review. 

https://www.goarmy.com/careers-and-jobs/find-your-path/army-officers/rotc/scholarships.html
https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-Command/NROTC/Requirements/
https://www.afrotc.com/scholarships/high-school/requirements/
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/images/gid2/editor_documents/guide_to_the_national_merit_scholarship_program.pdf
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STANDARDIZED TESTS ARE COMPLETELY DIFFERENT 
FROM HIGH SCHOOL TESTS

HIGH SCHOOL TESTS

Limited Subject Matter

Content Knowledge

Plenty of Time

Partial Credit or Extra 

Credit

Human Graded

One Element of Overall 

Grade

STANDARDIZED TESTS

Years of Material

Testing Strategy

Rigorously Timed

Right or Wrong Answers

Machine Graded

Only Your Final Score 

Matters
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Which test 
should I 
take? 
SAT or ACT?

How about 

BOTH?
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BOTH THE SAT AND 
ACT HAVE…

THREE HOURS OF 

TESTING TIME

MULTIPLE CHOICE 
QUESTIONS

SPECIFIC SUBJECTS
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ACT SECTION BY SECTION

SECTION TIME QUESTIONS

English 45 minutes 75 questions

Math 60 minutes 60 questions

Reading 35 minutes 40 questions

Science 35 minutes 40 questions

Essay (Optional) 40 minutes 1 question

TOTAL 215 minutes 216 questions
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SAT SECTION BY SECTION

SECTION TIME QUESTIONS

Reading 65 minutes 52 questions

Writing & Language 35 minutes 44 questions

Math (No Calculator) 25 minutes 20 questions

Math (Calculator) 55 minutes 38 questions

TOTAL 180 minutes 154 questions
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Test 
writers 
know how 
to trick 
you!

If x+7=10, 
then what 
does x+5 
equal?
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COMMON MISTAKES

Answering 
questions too 

quickly

Doing work 
in your head

Choosing answers 
carelessly

Misreading the 

problem

Not understanding 
what to do
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WHAT IS A GOOD SCORE?

SAT ACT

1600 36

1500 34

1400 31

1300 28

SAT ACT

1200 25

1100 22

1000 19

900 16

SAT ACT

800 14

700 12

600 9

500 7

A GOOD SCORE IS THE 

SCORE THAT GETS YOU 

INTO YOUR DREAM 

COLLEGE
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LETTER OF THE DAY

Scores 

Higher

Scores Lower
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ceton Review Methods

A. uses extreme language like “never” or “always” or “all”

B. recycles phrases directly from the passage

C. says something true but is not explicitly in the passage

D. is an answer you might not love

but is still the BEST ANSWER 

or perhaps LEAST BAD answer

READING STRATEGY



PrincetonReview.com | 800-2Review

MATH STRATEGY

24. A rectangular rug has an area of 80 square 
feet, and its width is exactly 2 feet shorter 
than its length. What is the length, in feet, 
of the rug?

A. 8

B.10

C.16

D.18

E.36

Plug

In

The

Answers!
-2=14 16x14=244

-2=8 10x8=80

LxW=80L-2=W

From The Princeton Review’s ACT Practice Test Online

https://www.princetonreview.com/product/details?id=MAR-ACT-OLTEST&z=10017
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GRAMMAR STRATEGY

Currently, products that 
are GMOs, of either type, 
4 is not required to be 
labeled as GMOs.

4

A) NO CHANGE

B) isn’t required

C) are not required

D) not required

From The Princeton Review’s SAT Practice Test Online

Singular

Plural

Singular

Plural
No Verb

https://www.princetonreview.com/product/details?id=MAR-RSAT-OLTEST2&z=10017
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THERE ARE 
MANY WAYS
TO PREP

Take a Practice 

Test

Self-Prep Online

Work with a Tutor

Buy a Prep Book

Take a Course

https://www.princetonreview.com/product/details?id=MAR-RSAT-OLTEST2&z=10017
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-selfguided-course
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/act-tutoring-course
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/705561/princeton-review-act-premium-prep-2023-by-the-princeton-review/
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-honors-course
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SAT, ACT, OR BOTH?

1:1 Private Tutoring
Test Preparation Courses
Online Practice Tests

Test Prep Books
Information Sessions
Expert Advisors

Call 888-943-6546

We can help you get the score 

you need on the SAT, ACT, or 

Both.

https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-tutoring-course
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/act-honors-course
https://www.princetonreview.com/product/details?id=MAR-RSAT-OLTEST2&z=10017
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/2202869/the-princeton-review/
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/national-events
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YOU CAN GET THE 
SCORE YOU NEED ON 

THE 
SAT, ACT, OR BOTH 
TO GET YOU INTO 

YOUR DREAM 
COLLEGE
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QUESTIONS?

Claire Monarch, Test Prep 

Teacher/Tutor

claire.monarch@review.com


